
Your Hom+Tawn N9w*p»pu — the ONLY N«w«p«per in th» World That CM** Two Wfioop* About Lai» fuk and Communhy

VOLUME Ki LAKE PARK. DICKINSON COUNTY, IOWA 51347, THE LAKE PARK NEWS, Thursday, January 16, 1975

f 832-345*
NUMBER M

BLIZZARD PARALYZES LAKE PARK AREA
, S K f - - <•««••««&*-%^r*r*,4j* ^^> ̂  ^*,

/*^ ^^"^K*" u '*vfi '

-'

BLIZZARD PICTURES - taken on Sunday and Monday after the
storm had subsided. The top row is the business area on Sunday
morning as people were just starting to venture our to see the sights

and snowmobiles had the run of main street as nothing else was
moving. The middle row shows the severe loss to cattlemen in the
area with a live forlorn looking calf that belonged to Carl

Ingwersen with the center photo showing one of the many dead
cattle in the area. The third picture in the row looks like death
valley with all the dark marks you see in the photo are cattle from

the Cohrs farm about one mile west of there. The bottom photos
show the loss at the Bob Ahfenstorff farm where it is estimated that
200 died. The other photo shows a roundup on Monday afternoon
going down highway nine back to the Cohrs farm. (NEWS PHOTO)

Bob's
'Bits'

A couple of weeks ago
someone making small 'talk
around the coffee table at a
local cafe mentioned the fact
that we haven't had a good old
fashioned blizzard for several
years and wished for the same.
I hope he got his belly full. I've
been trying to remember his
name but can't come up with it.
I accused Walt Polk but he hit
me in the mouth so I dropped
the subject.

covered with ice and very w;eak.
Harold's folks spent their tune
in the basement burning
everything they could find in an
old kitchen stove, but came
through the ordeal OK.

Someone should get
something organized to uncover
the fire hydrants, just in case we
need one. Thank the lord we
didn't during the storm because
it would have been hopeless to
expect any help under the
conditions.

I spent most of Sunday and
Monday out on the snowmobile
taking pictures (when I could
get it started) when I should
have been doing something else
so the paper may look a little
sad. We heard so many stories
about the goings on the past few
days during the storm but
everybody was so busy digging
out that we couldn't get much
printable information. Every
family seemed to be touched in
some way by the helplessness of
being in that type of storm. The
animals in the area took a
tremendous beating and the
cattlemen with all their other
woes now have to put up with
this.

In my travels by snowmobile
around the country the only
wildlife I seen was two hen
pheasants that looked badly
battered and one jackrabbit
who appeared undaunted and
look off like a scalded dog.
Dutch Thorn and Harold Mc-
Cauley saw a deer on their
snowmobile trip to Harold's
folks north of Harris who had
been out of electricity and
contact with the world by
phone. The deer's head was
about twice its normal size

Local CB Club
Active During
Big Storm

The local C. B. radio club,
"Misles," provided continuous,
local communications during
the storm to coordinate rescue,

, supply, etc., information to the
* various snowmobilers who did

an outstanding, job.
Special recognition should

go to Leonard Kolls, the local
Civil Defense Director, for his
long hours at his com-
munications center. Radio
amateurs, Wes Lynn and
Marv Hayostek were on stand-
by to handle coast-to-coast
emergency traffic on the
amateur frequencies.

Monte Baker should be cited
for providing aid to various
respiratory victims during the
storm.

Many Fire Department
members worked throughout
the storm and through their
emergency generator were able
to provide the nursing home
with sufficient power to
maintain the heating systems.

A special thanks is in order to
all snowmobilers who provided
needed assistance during this
crisis.

On Honor List
At Mankalo State

The academic High Honor
and Honor lists for the fall
quarter at Mankato State
College were recently an-
nounced by Dr. Kent Aim, vice
president for academic affairs.

Two hundred eleven students
qualified for the High Honor list
by achieving a 4.0 straight "A"
average while 732 earned a 3.5
to 3.99 average to qualify for the
Honor list. On-campus
enrollment during the quarter
was 9,791.

To qualify for academic
honors, undergraduate students
must be enrolled for at least 12
credit hours.

Qualifying from our area was
Sandra Davis, Lake Park, Iowa.

5AQI' Doc S»i..
Bad politicians are

':"> put into office by
\(good. citizens who
" = .failed to vote.

Severe Livestock Loss
And Property Damage

Jurors
Due to the inclement weather
this past week the jurors are
reporting as listed:

Petit Jury to report for duty
on Jan. 21 at 10:00 a.m.

Grand Jury to report for duty
on Jan. 27 at 10:00 a.m.
Judge Edward F. Kennedy of
Sibley will be presiding.

Pork Producers
Banquet Jan. 22

The Dickinson County Pork
Producers annual meeting and
banquet will be held on Wed-

•nesday, January 22 at 7:00p.m.
at Vern & Coila's.

The speaker will be Paul
Bernhard, past president, of the
State Pork Producers
Association.

Tickets may be purchased
from your township director or
at the door. All members and
interested persons are invited to
attend.

Norlhey Memorial
To The Hospital

The family and friends of the
late Gilbert R. Nor they of
Milford recently presented to
the Dickinson County Memorial
Hospital two Robertshaw
Demand Valves in memory of
Mr: Northey.
.These devices are used to

provide 100 percent oxygen to a
breathing or nonbreathing
patient In an emergency
situation where seconds count.
Equipment of this type has been
recommended by the Ad Hoc
Committee on Car-
diopulmonary Resuscitation of
the Division of Medical
Sciences, National Research
Council.

The equipment will be placed
in the hospital's coronary care
unit and ambulance.

Mrs. Mary Kennedy, Director
of Nursing Service at the
Hospital stated, "The demand
valves are certainly a valuable
addition for our emergency
service. We of the hospital
family wish to express our
appreciation to the Northeys for
their memorial gift."

Markets
These prices at the close of

business on Tuesday, January
14 are furnished through the
courtesy of Farmers Exchange.
Beans Jan. 6.31

Mar. 6.32
Corn Jan. 3.03

Mar. 3.06
Oats 1-70

The worst blizzard that any of
the old timers can remember
hit this area with 70 -mile an
hour winds and 15 inches of
snow from Friday morning until
Sunday morning. During this
period nothing moved but
emergency vehicles and they
didn't go too far.

Drifts from 15 to 20 feet are
common with all the snow
ending in the farm places and in
town. Visibility was zero for
most of 'the period with elec-
trical outages reported all
around Lake Park, while the
lights only flickered a time or
two in'town, the rural areas and
Ocheyedan, Harris, Melvin and
the: surrounding farms areas
were without electricity from
about 8:00 p. m..on Friday night
until Sunday afternoon. Spirit
Lake was without power in
parts of town for 11 hours.
Arnolds Park, Okoboji, Orleans,
Wahpeton and most of the lakes
area were without power from
Friday night until Sunday.

Cattlemen in the area all lost
st>me animals and some had
tremendous losses with about
200 gone at the Cohrs farm and
200at the Bob Ahrenstorff farm.
Other losses of 30, 40, 50 and 75
head dead in the storm, came
from almost every farm that
had any livestock. 700 was the
count loss by Tuesday noon in
Dickinson County alone. Three
to five thousand chickens are
dead at the Hilltop Chicken
Farm and the possibility of
having to. destroy the rest
(18,000). It will take two or three
days to make the decision.
Hilltop was without power from
Friday night until Sunday af-
ternoon.

Many emergency calls were
handled by the local CB club
and men on snowmobiles were
dispatched to handle the
situation. One of the out-
standing rescue missions was to
evacuate Mrs. Henry Kamphuis
from her farm home just south
of Lake Park. Frank Schierholt
and Monte Baker brought her
into the Clayton Arnold home in
the heighth of the storm on
Saturday night, which '.vas the
first one they could find fum-
bling around in the dark', then
they had to drag her on her back
through the snow into the house
as it was impossible for her to
walk in the deep .snow.

The other side of the lake
around the country club was
without power during the same
period and many of the homes
got down to below freezing
breaking the water pipes and
causing considerable damage.
One quick thinker on the other
side of the lake poured whiskey
in the toilet bowels so they
wouldn't freeze. They then
spent the time in the basement
under matresses and in
snowmobile suits to live it out,
with the temperature getting
down to 19 degrees in the house.

The Stan Johnson residence
became fully occupied with 19
people spending the duration at
his place. Doug Forbes was
working on his house next door
and moved into Stan's about 3
on Friday afternoon, followed
by Mr. and Mrs. Dick
Zweibahnen and- two children.
Mr. and Mrs. Maynard Johnson
spent all day Saturday and over
night. On Saturday evening
Stan ventured to the Bob
Gunderson house and rescued
the entire family, (in six trips)

as they were huddled around
the basement furnace trying to
keep warm, and with a new set
of twins that became a little
difficult, they all spent the
night at Johnson's and on
Sunday moved to the Clayton
Arnold residence. Stan had a
portable generator in his pick-
up truck and ran it enough to
keep the house warm.

The biggest human
emergency in our area was the
Lake Park Care Center being
without power all through the
same period, as they are con-
nected to Iowa Light and
Power. Most of the beds were
eventually moved to the dining
area and the gas operated
stoves and ovens in the kitchen
turned up to provide heat. The
fire department finally got a
generator hooked up with,
enough power to operate the
heating system until power was
restored.

It's a miracle that more lives
were not lost during the period
as it came suddenly at a time
when a lot of people were
caught away from home and
spent the entire weekend held
up somehwere. Phone service
remained good during the
period except for a long wait at
limes to get an open line. The
snow began to fall about 8:00 in
ihe morning bul things began to
pick up about noon and by one p.
m. the wind was blowing a gail
and everyone started heading
for home with most business
places locking up for the day.

County plows have been out
continuously since Sunday
morning attempting to open the
roads with the emergencies
coming first. Some of the drifts
they have been going through
you wouldn't believe using a
combination of • plow and
payloader to make one way
paths through the bigger drifts.

The storm that started out to
be a a mild one, with a
prediction of 3 to 4 inches of
snow and 40 mile an hour winds
really started to build up with

barometer dropping to the
lowest reading in history for the
area. The temperature .dropped
to.20 below on Saturday mor-
ning during the 70 mile an hour
wind which brought the wind-
chill factor to about 90 below
zero. This was the first below
zero reading of the winter in
one of the mildest up to now in
recorded history.

All during the storm the Lake
Park Utilities didn't receive a
single call of anyone without
lights which is a tribute to local
crew for the condition of their
lines which they have worked at
diligently for the last two yean
and it piad off. The town was
never on emergency power all
through the storm.

Chamber Heeling
Postponed Until
February 6
The Chamber of Commerce

annual meeting .that was
scheduled for January 16 has
been postponed until Thursday,
February 6 in the Lake Park
school lunch room.

The "Artie Hurricane" has
caused a number of can-
cellations in the area so the
Chamber has decided to wait
until things clear up a bit.

Watch the news for further
announcements.
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